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Box No. I Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on a translation from the original language into the following language . 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 
[~2 international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
| | publication of the international application (under Rule 1 2.4) 
| [ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
J^isheTtoZ reccing Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ongtnally filed 
and are not annexed to this report): 

^ the international application as originally filed/furnished 
j j the description: 



pages 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages * - received by this Authority on 

pages * received by this Authority on 



| ~~| the claims: 

as originally filed/furnished 

pages _ 

— — — - ^ amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



pages* . 

pages * received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



[ ] the drawings: 



pages- 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages* received by this Authority on 

pages * received by this Authority on 

| | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

| | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

1 | the claims, Nos. . 



| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

Qj the sequence listing (specify): 

| ] any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



[-I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report ^^^^^^ 
' made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 



70.2(c)) 

i | the description, pages 
[ | the claims, Nos. 



[ | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked ''superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 

! Nm/elrvHsn Claims 1-18 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step HS^ Claims 1-18 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


inHi.Qfrial applicability HA) Claims 1-18 


YES 


Claims 


NO 




2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 




The claimed invention relates to a method and an apparatus for 
extinguishing a fire in a space, especially in a tunnel or _ 
equivalent, in which method an extinguishing medium is sprayed in 
the space by means of spraying heads. 


The object of the invention is to make it possible to focus the 
extinguishing power of a fire extinguishing system on the actual 
fire area. 


The following documents cited in the International Search Report 
will be discussed: 


Dl) JP 2003-000746 A 
D2) WO 02058794 A2 
D3) US 5617922 A 
D4) EP 0388033 A2 
D5) WO 03022364 Al 




The documents Dl- D2 and D5 have been reconsidered and subsequently 
they have been changed from category X to category P,X. 




.../... 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 

Continuation of: V 

The documents cited in the International Search Report represent the 
general state of the art. 

The invention defined in claims 1-18 is not disclosed by any of 

these documents. , - 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would lead a 
person skilled in the art to the claimed method and apparatus for 
extinguishing a fire in a space, especially in a tunnel or 
equivalent. In the method of the invention, an extinguishing medium 
is sprayed in the space by means of spraying heads. In the first 
stage of the method, the flow and temperature of the hot gas 
produced by the fire are influenced by spraying an extinguishing 
medium into the space, especially by creating in the space at least 
one curtain of extinguishing medium, and at least some spraying 
heads in the space are pre-act ivated into a state of readiness. In 
the second stage, at least one spraying head is activated to produce 
a spray of extinguishing medium. 

Therefore, the claimed invention is not obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1-18 is novel and is 
considered to involve an inventive step. The invention is 
industrially applicable. 
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